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History 

Utah Forensic 
System

500% growth in 
30 years

■ 1988 The Utah State 
Hospital operated a 
30 Bed Forensic Unit

■ 1993   Hospital increased to 
60 Bed Unit

■ 2000   100 Bed Forensic 
Building opened

■ 2015    Outreach Program 
(ORP) begins 

■ FY18    22 bed Jail Based 
Program funded

■ FY19    12 beds added at USH



Forensic Program Referrals

Fiscal Year Referrals % Annual Increase % Increase Since 

2013

2013 98

2014 143 45.9% 45.9%

2015 125 -12.6% 27.6%

2016 158 26.4% 61.2%

2017 183 15.8% 86.7%

2018 176 -3.9% 79.6%

2019 (6 mos.) 110 18.2%* 112.2%*

*Increases for FY 2019 are based on a projected 17.3 average referrals per month.



Projected 
Referrals
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Actual and Projected Referrals to DHS

Actual Projected Referrals Current FY 19 Trend

USH is projecting 208 referrals in FY 2019. 

However, DHS received 110 referrals in 

the first six months of FY 2019.

Referrals could reach 220 by the end of 

the year if the rate continues.



Wait List
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Actual vs. Estimated w/o Alternative Programs

Estimated Wait List w/o Alternative Programs Actual Wait List

Outpatient and Jail-Based  

programs have successfully 

decreased wait list growth.

Settlement Agreement 

Wait Time Deadlines

• 60 Days (March 31, 2018)

• 30 Days (Sept 30, 2018)

• 14 Days (March 31, 2019)



Internal 
Efficiencies
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Median Discharged Length of Stay 

(Days)
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Discharged long-term patients, decreasing 

length of stay of active patients by 222 

days. 

Decreased median discharged length of 

stay for all programs.



Defendants Served by Program and 
Fiscal Year

Fiscal Year Outreach 

Cases 

Resolved

Defendants

Treated in Jail-

Based

Total Admitted 

Inpatient

2015 23 93

2016 59 89

2017 90 74

2018 95 47 106

2019 (through 

1/18/2019)

21 27 81

TOTAL 288 74 443



Total Served at 
Utah State 
Hospital

Internal efficiencies have 

increased the number of patients 

treated in the inpatient setting.
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FY 19 is estimated based on data from first 6 months of the year.



Current Status

■ Average wait time for inpatient admission is down from 168 days to 11 days, a 93% 

reduction in one year (December 2018)

■ Longest current wait time is 21 days

■ Average number of patients waiting for inpatient admission is 5 (December 2018)

■ Percent of patients restored to competency (FY 2019, July - December)

– Outreach: 61%  (includes individuals in community on ‘own recognizance’)

– Jail-Based: 72%

– Inpatient: 71%


